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Inporftion of Arma inte Colonblg

1. The Tonservative Party of Colombia is alarmei over reports it has received

"« indieating that the Liberal Party is engaged in a large-scale clandestine

importetion of arms. A ~ember of the Conservative Party who works in the

Barranquilla customs office iaformed the Party that arms are emteriug the
sountry in osse lots. Iocause of this alarming report, the Conserv:tive Party

1o making overturcs to ipain and the Dominican Republic in an endeavor to

purchase arms from them, : '

1

2. Guillermo lLeon Valeneia, President of the Comservative Party latlonal Directorate,.
has stated tha® President Mariano Osvina Perez asied him to acnept the position
of ¥inlster of Covernmsr% in the event that Dario Tchandia should leave the
Government. Vvalencla acded that both the President and the Party Directorate
preferred to have Tehan-ia remain in the Cabinet, but that he might insist
upon leavins. Valencia is seriously considering the Presiient's request
because the nost of Minister of Covernment will be an important one during the
next olections, when the linistry will suporvise the implementation of the naw
slectoral ~aw and the isiuance of new cedulas. '
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